Atty Docket No.: 500.38950X00 
y ' Serial No.: 09/648,484 



REMARKS 

Cairns 12-18 and 20-28 are pending in mis appiication. By this Amendment. 

a marKed up version o, me changes .o me Cairns by me current Amendment. The 
anachmen, is captioned Version With Markings To Show Changes Made". 

Ent ry of this amendment is proper under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .1 1 6 because the 
amendment. <a> pieces the application in condition tor aiiowance, tor the reasons 
se, forth below; (b, does no, raise any new issues rearing further search and/or 
considered and (c) pieces the appiication in better form for an appeai, shouid an 
appea, be necessary. More specify, the amendment mereiy c,arif,es a previous, 
Caimed feature re,a«ng to the recyCing certiHca.e. Entry is proper under 37 C.F.R. 



1.116. 



The Otr.ce Action ob,ects to Cairns 17 and 19 because of informaiitie, Due 
t0 a cierica, error, the preambie of Caim 17 was missing from the December 30 

.inserted b, mis Amendment. No new matter is added. Addition*, ciaim 1. (both 
occurrences, is deieted. Withdrawa, o, me ob,ec,ion to the ciaims ,s respectfuiiy 

requested. 

The Office Action rejects ciaim 13-16. 19-22 and 25-28 under 35 U.S.C. 
,1,2. firs, paragraph, as no. being described in the specif,ca,ion to reasonabiy 
convey that the inventor had possession o, the Caimed invention, in particuiar. the 
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Office Action asserts that new matter was introduced into the claims, such as 
"extracting the recycling product as a non-recycling product" and "indicating the 
recycling product as a non-recycling product". Applicants believe that the Office 
Action is asserting that "non-recycling product" constitutes the alleged new matter. 
In order to further prosecution, the recitation of "as a non-recycling product" is 
deleted from the claims and the claims are amended to recite "extracting information 
relating to the recycling product" and/or similar features. It is respectfully submitted 
that the features of these claims are supported at least by page 6, lines 19-26 and 
page 37, lines 18-17 (represented in Fig. 10) of the present specification. Thus, the 
specification provides an adequate written description of the subject matter of claims 
13-16, 19-22 and 25-28. Withdrawal of the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, first 
paragraph, is respectfully requested. 

The Office Action rejects claims 17-22 under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second 
paragraph. It is respectfully submitted that the above amendment to claim 17 
obviates the grounds for rejection. Withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully 
requested. 

The Office Action rejects claim 12, 17-18 and 22-24 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) 
by U.S. Patent No. 5,965,858 to Suzuki et al. (hereafter Suzuki). The rejection is 
respectfully traversed. 

Independent claim 12 recites transmitting sales information including 
identifying information of the recycling product and the processing fee of the 
recycling product, the recycling certificate sales system managing a recycling 
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certificate having the identifying information of the recycling product, and the 
recycling certificate identifying information of the recycling product and the 
processing fee which represents a purchase of recycling services . Independent 
claim 12 also recites calculating a receiving fee when the recycling certificate 
management system receives the take-over information and the receiving 
information is recorded in the database. Independent claim 12 further recites 
reading the identifying information from the recycling certificate when the recycling 
organization receives the recycling product from the product distributing 
organization. Independent claim 12 also recites transmitting incoming product 
information indicating that the recycling organization receives the recycling product 
containing the read identifying information, and calculating a product distributing fee 
for the product distributing organization by the recycling certificate management 
system when the recycling certificate management system receives the incoming 
product information and the take-over information is recorded in the database. 
Independent claim 12 recites other features, which have not been explicated 
described above. 

For example, the present specification describes the use of a recycling 
certificate having identifying information of the recycling product where the 
processing fee of the recycling certificate represents a purchase of recycling 
services. The present specification describes a methodology to settle accounts 
relating to issues of recycling by use of the recycling certificate identifying 
information of a recycling product and the processing fee which represents a 
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purchase of recycling services. Based on the recycle certificate information, the 
receiving fee, the distributing fee and the processing fee required for the product 
recycle are paid to respective organizations involved in the recycling process. See 
page 6, lines 13-18 and page 6, line 17 to page 7, line 26 of the present 
specification, for example. 

In contrast, Suzuki does not relate to settling accounts of a used product 
when it is recycled as in the present specification. Suzuki merely relates to a 
recycling process. Suzuki includes an input unit for inputting information concerning 
an article. Suzuki also discloses a recycle processing method deciding processor 
for deciding a recycle processing for the article in accordance with recycling rules 
determined previously by referencing the information for the reuse on the basis of 
the information concerning the article input through the input unit . See the Abstract, 
lines 5-14. Suzuki does not utilize a recycling certificate identifying information of 
the recycling product and th e^ocessinglee^ hich repre sents a purcha seof 
xecycli ng services. Suzuki does not relate to the prepurchase of recycling services. 
Additionally, Suzuki does not relate to the distribution of a recycling certificate to 
different entities of a recycling processing so as to calculate a product distributing 
fee and other fees. Therefore, Suzuki does not teach or suggest at least the 
numerous features relating to the recycling certificate as well as to calculating the 
receiving fee and calculating the product distributing fee as recited in independent 
claim 12. Suzuki also does not teach or suggest the recycling certificate identifying 
information of the recycling product and the processing fee which represents a 
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purchase of the recycling services as recited in independent claim 12. Accordingly, 
independent claim 12 defines patentable subject matter. 

Each of independent claim 17 and 23 defines patentable subject matter for at 
least similar reasons as independent claim 12. For example, independent claim 17 
recites a processing unit for calculating a recycling fee based on the computer 
program for a processing carried out by the first and second recycling processing 
organizations in accordance with a recycling certificate having the identifying 
information and a processing content which represents a purchase of recycling 
services, and for processing information of settling accounts relating to the 
calculated recycling fee. Further, independent claim 23 recites calculating a 
recycling fee for a processing carried out by the first and second recycling 
processing organizations based on a recycle certificate having the identifying 
information and a processing content which represents a purchase of recycling 
services , and processing information of settling accounts related to the calculated 
recycling fee. Suzuki does not teach or suggest these respective features of 
independent claims 17 and 23. Accordingly, each of independent claims 17 and 23 
defines patentable subject matter. 

Claims 13-16 depend from claim 12, claims 18 and 20-22 depend from claim 
17 and claims 24-28 depend from claim 23 and therefore patentable subject matter 
at least for this reason. In addition, the dependent claims also recite features that 
further and independently distinguish over the applied references. 
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CONCLUSION 



In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that the above-identified 
application is in condition for allowance. Favorable consideration and prompt 
allowance of claims 12-18 and 20-28 are respectfully requested. 

Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the filing of this 
paper, including extension of time fees, or credit any overpayment of fees, to the 
deposit account of Antonelli, Terry, Stout & Kraus, LLP, Deposit Account 
No. 01-2135 (500.38950X00). 



DCO/nbf 

Phone: (703)312-6600 
Fax: (703)312-6666 

ANTONELLI, TERRY, STOUT & KRAUS L.L.P. 
1300 NORTH SEVENTEENTH STREET, SUITE 1800 
ARLINGTON, VA 22209 




Respectfully submitted, 



SlTONEtllmiERRY, STOUT & KRAUS, L.L.P. 



Datfd C. Oren 
Registration No. 38,694 
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im THF CLAIMS: 

12 (Amended) A method of settling accounts to a processing fee 
expended on processes rotated to recyciing a used product, comprising: 

re cyc,,ng cerate management sy s,em.sa,es information inciuding ident^ng 
ir — o, the re^prod^and *. . proces^ngjeeo, « recyCng 
prod^nTrecyciing certificate saies system managing a recyCing cerate 
h^g the » — io^o. thexe^product, and the recyciing 
certtfcate identifying informal the recyciing producUBdib^^ 
^^^^^ and tne recyciing certificate 

management system managing a processing state o, the recyciing product; 

reading, by a receiving organization server managed by a receiving 
organization, the identifying information from the recyciing certiflcate *hen the 
receiving organization receives the recyciing product from a discharger; 

emitting, from the receiving organization server through the netwo* to the 
cycling certificate management system, receiving informal indicating that the 
receiving organization received the recyciing product containing the read .denying 



information; 



16 



recording the receiving information in a database in the recyciing cefate 
management system; 

the producing cannon ^ .» ^ P»"*" "» 

^ receives the racy*, product from me receiving creation; 
remitting, from - product d,s,ribu«ng organic to .he recyCng 

, ^.,m lake-over information indicating that the product 
certificate management system, lake over 

muting organs received the recyciing product containing the read 

identifying information; 

catenating a receiving fee accrued a, the receding organization by the 

sy s,em receives the take-over information and the receiving informal is recorded 

in the database; 

recording the take-over information in the database; 
reading the identifying information from me recycling cerfcate by the 
recycting organization server managed by the recyciing organization when the 
recyciing organization receives the recyciing productfrom the product distnbutrng 
organization; 
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,ransmi..ing. from .he recyding organ.za.ion server to me recyciing certificate 
ma nagemen. system, inking produc, information «c*. .ha, the recyding 
conization receives the recyding product containing .he read identifying 

information; and 

gating a product dtttuft, fee for the produc, dicing organize.™ 
by me recycng certificate managemen. sys.em when me recyding cerate 
m anagemen, system receives the incoming product information and the ,aKe-over 
information is recorded in the database. 

13 (Amended, The method according to Cairn 12. further comprising 

tracing WtoU***** ^^^^ 
wh en a predetermined time period is over for recyding the recyding product. 

14 (Amended) The method according to Cairn ,3. herein the extracting 
* .feas*^ *e recycng produc. is carrted out using me receiving 
information and a firs, received date contained in the .aKe-over informal, 

16 (Amended) The method according to ciaim 14, wherein the extracting 
■ lsmssm o, me recycting product carries ou, an extraction o, .he m»n 
< ^ am recyding product as^on^n*^ when me recyciing 
create managemen. sys.em does no. receive the ta.e-over information even 
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o fir^t receiving date of the recycling 
th0 u 8ll me p re a— lim e period, over a ,r St reoe, 

product, contained in .he receiving Wo.ma.ion. 

v 16 . tended, Tto* ^ ^ .^^^ 

reCVClin9 ' ^ZZZ^ P^c, in,orm*n even 
m anagemen. system does no. rece,ve ^ 
Aou* the predetermined time period is over a second rece, 
acting product contained in »e taKe-over —on. 

^ « reiated to recy*g a used product, compns.ng. 

^ recvcling processing computer rrom 
managing a second recycling p romDUte rs receiving the 

thP Dlurality of recycling process.ng computers 



product; 
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a storage unit storing a computer program; and 

a processing unit, connected to the communication unit and the storage unit, 
for calculating a recycling fee based on the computer program for a processing 
carried out by the first and second recycling processing organizat i on organizations in 
accordance with a recycling certificate having the identifying information and a 
processing content by th e first rocyc l ing procoss i ng organ i zat i on which represents a 
purchase of recycling services , and for processing information of settling accounts 
relating to the calculated recycling fee. 

18. (Amended) The system according to claim 17, wherein the 
communication unit is connected, through the network, with a sales organization 
server managed by a sales organization for selling a the recycling certificate storing 
the identifying information attached to the recycling product, to receive the identifying 
information and fee information indicating a recycling processing fee of the recycling 
product transmitted from the sales organization server, the processing unit 
calculating the recycling fee based on the fee information. 

20. (Amended) The system according to claim +9 17, wherein the 
processing unit notifies a discharger through the communication unit such that the 
i nd i cat e d recycling product is not recycled when the a predetermined time period is 
over for processing the recycling product. 
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the 
from a 



) M The system according to Cairn 4. a—* 016 

^ 21 . (Amended, ^ 

co „ t a,ned i n t ne*rma l ion i nd,ca t ,n g me,ece, 

O rie d, Thesys.emaccording«odaim21.whereinthe 

I 22 . (Amended, _ iu<!t ^ H *^^ 
processing U ni,*e*a»**»~^^ 

— ""ret! del — in^orm.on. 
predetermined time period is over thereof 

23 (Ame „ded, o, casing a processing .emended on 

mn a used product using a recycling cert.f.cate 

-r;^- ~r 



tnrougn c method comprising. 

second recycling processing anrit he second recycling 

, irst recyciing processing computer, among «hepiura„ t yo 
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computers receiving the recycling product containing identifying information for 
identifying the recycling product; 

calculating a recycling fee for a processing carried out by the first and second 
recycling processing organ i zation organizations based on a recycle certificate having 
the identifying information and a processing content by th e f i rst recyc l ing proc e ssing 
organ i zat i on which represents a purchase of^ecvcli^ and ^y^*^^^ 

processing information of settling accounts to the calculated recycling fee. 



24. (Amended) The method according to claim 23, wherein the recycling 
certificate system is connected, through the network, to a sales organization server 
managed by a sales organization for selling a the recycle certificate storing the 
identifying information attached to the recycling product, wherein the recycling 
certificate system receives the identifying information transmitted from the sales 
organization server and fee information indicating the recycling processing fee of the 
recycling product, wherein the calculating of the recycling fee is carried out based on . 
the fee information. 



25. (Amended) The method according to claim 23, further comprising 
extracting information related to the recycling product as a non rocyc li ng product 
when a predetermined time period is over for processing the recycling product. 





22 




Atty. Docket No.: 500.38950X00 
Serial No.: 09/648,484 

27. (Amended) The method according to claim 25, wherein the extracting 
information extracts information related to the recycling product using a receiving 
date contained in the information indicating the receiving date of the recycling 
product. 

28. (Amended) The method according to claim 27, wherein the extracting 
information related to the recycling product a s a non - r e cyc li ng product is carried out 
when a processing unit does not receive information as indicated from a third 
processing server managed by a third processing organization that carries out a 
process following a second processing organization, even though the predetermined 
time period is over the receiving date contained in the information. 
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